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Thomas Kay 
Young, minister of 
the Idlewild 
church, Memphis 
(center, below), 
has been pastor in 
turn of the churches 
in Logan, W. Va. 
(above) ; Coving- 
ton, Va. (right); 
Lexington, Va. 
(lower right) 
and the First 

IN THIS ISSUE church, Roanoke, 
Va. (lower ieft). 
He is now modera- 


AN OPEN LETTER TO THE PERMANENT tor of the General 
COMMITTEE ON COOPERATION AND UNION ——— «= oe 


ee Presbyterian 
—An Editorial Church, US. His 


TEXAS AND MISSOURI NEWS LETTERS sermon begins on 


page 5. 
THE PRIVILEGE OF REBUILDING 
By William C. Kerr 











Letters :to the: Edifors 





Asks Movement to Rebuild Atomized Cities 





‘‘The Spirit of Christ in Action’’ 
Sirs: 

I wonder whether your progressive and 
dynamic paper would be willing to ini- 
tiate and sponsor a movement to raise 
funds among the Christians of America 
to restore the Japanese cities of Hiro- 
shima and Nagasaki, destroyed by our 
atomic bombs? It seems to me that the 
world is awaiting the day when the fol- 
lowers of Christ shall begin to take seri- 
ously his command, “Love your enemies,” 
and that this suggestion offers a’ strik- 
ing and effective way of interpreting and 
applying his words, which the church has 
never regarded as important. Possibly, 
Jesus really meant what he said! 

This is not necessarily to judge the 
rightness or wrongness of the use of the 
atomic bomb, which after all shortened 
the war and saved many precious lives. 
Nevertheless it is food for thought that, 
for the first time in history, it was a 
Christian nation which used this awful 
and incomparably destructive weapon. 
Some of us recall the horror with which 
the civilized world regarded the action of 
Germany in introducing the use of poison 
gas in the First World War, Our 
bombs, yours and mine, not only killed 
thousands of helpless civilians, but also 
destroyed the homes of many others, leav- 
ing multitudes of human beings wounded, 
shocked and terrified, with no means of 
livelihood. Most of these helpless vic- 
tims, especially women and children, were 
as innocent of starting the recent war 
as are our own families. 


If the Church of Christ were to do 
something in a large way, to help these 
unfortunates, it would not only relieve 
much suffering, but would also be a 
Christian gesture, which might make a 
profound impression upon the non- 
Christian world, showing that there really 
is a difference between Christians and 
pagans. It would also dramatize, in a 
striking manner, the Spirit of Christ in 
action. Thus, we would do something to 
destroy the seeds of future wars, now 
germinating, and, incidentally, give a 
mighty impetus to the cause of Christian 
missions. Of course, there are difficul- 
ties in the way, but they could be over- 
come. At present, such a plan might not 
be permitted by our government, but 
once such an idea took hold upon the 
Christians of their nation, the govern- 
ment could hardly afford to forbid its 
execution in some form. If these cities 
could not be actually rebuilt, the money 
could be used for the relief of the sur- 
vivors and other war victims, 

This idea was first called to the writer’s 
attention by a brief letter in the corre- 
spondence columns of The Christian Cen- 
tury some weeks ago. The name of the 
author of the letter cannot now be re- 
called. (It was Charles Gray of Eugene, 
Oregon, in the November 14 issue.—Eds.) 
The proposal is more and more intriguing 
and stimulating to the imagination, and 
I confidently believe that, once started, 
it would grow like a snowball, spreading 
over the country, appealing to the con- 
science and winning the support of that 





FOREIGN MISSIONS 


WILLIAM RULE, Medical Missionary 
to Africa, Knoxville, Tenn.: The 
great foreign missions challenge to 
our church in 1946 is to lengthen 
the cords and stretch forth the cur- 
tains of our habitations. We are 
challenged to occupy and ade- 
quately serve vast areas that God 
has entrusted to our care. Growth 
is normal. We must expand if we 
are to live. God give us Caleb’s 
faith to say, ‘‘Let us go up at once 
and possess it!’’ 


- KERR TAYLOR, Acting Executive 
Secretary of Foreign Missions, 
Nashville, 
Tenn.: Chancel- 
lor Robert M. 
Hutchins of the 
University of 
Chicago has 
said: ‘‘There is 
only one sub- 
ject of really 
fundamental 
importance at the present moment, 





and that is the atomic bomb. 

If we do not survive, there is no 
use discussing what we are going 
to do with our lives. A world 





Challenge to the Church in 1946 


community means common under- 
standing, a common tradition, com- 
mon ideas, and common ideals.” 
The Christian gospel is imperative 
now. So is the mission of the 
church, 


PAXTON M. (Mrs. F. R.) CRAW- 
FORD, Member, Committee on Wo- 
man’s Work of the Assembly, 
Farmville, Va.: The great chal- 
lenge to our church in the area of 
foreign missions is to lay before 
the youth of the church the glori- 
ous opportunity for mission serv- 
ice. The need is for our very best 
and most consecrated young peo- 
ple to hear the call and give them- 
selves. 


J. A. CHRISTIAN, Minister, Amelia 
Court House, Va.: Never before 
has our beloved denomination 
needed so much to take to heart 
the Master’s injunction, ‘“‘Pray ye 
therefore the Lord of the harvest, 
that he will send forth laborers 
into his harvest.’’ God is able and 
willing to give us the workers 
needed to take advantage of the 
present opportunity. He is wait- 
ing for us to seek the gift. 











American 
Christians who long to see the church fol- 
low the teachings of Jesus Christ more 


ever-increasing number of 


literally. It would be thrilling indeed, 
if our beloved and potentially powerful 
Southern Presbyterian Church should step 
out of the grave-clothes of its traditional 
conservatism and paralyzing provincial- 
ism and actually take the lead in carrying 
out a plan which might influence the 
whole world to become more Christian! 
In that event, these tragic decades, re- 
garded by some as the twilight of our 
civilization, might usher in the dawn of 
a better day! The writer would be happy 
to begin with a contribution of $100. Are 
your readers interested? If so, perhaps 
they will write to you expressing their 
views. 

JOHN A. MACLEAN, 

Minister. 

Ginter Park Church, Richmond. 


Trips for Missions 
Sirs: 


Pr. and Mrs. William Rule, medical mis- 
sionaries of our church, were coming to 
visit us in November. We decided that 
inasmuch as St. Johns Presbytery had just 
cut its percentage to Foreign Missions, 
we would try to do a little extra for them. 
We wrote to Dr. Rule and asked him to 
send us a long list of what various sums 
of money would do—$5, $10, $25, $50, $100, 
etc. We printed this list in our church 
bulletin the Sunday he was here. With- 
out any urging, our people came volun- 
tarily and handed to the pastor or to 
Dr. and Mrs. Rule a total of $761 for their 
work and for them personally. 

This shows what people will do for a 
missionary when they are given a chance. 
I would like to see all of our pulpits 
thrown open to our foreign missionaries, 
let them tell of their work; print a list 
of the various things they need and give 
the people a chance to give. 

Our people have the money now and are 
giving it to other causes. A lady in my 
church recently gave $500 to the War Re- 
lief cause. It is a good cause but I wish 
I could have secured it for Foreign Mis- 
sions. When the people see the mission- 
ary and hear him and see slides or mov- 
ing pictures of his work, they take a new 
interest in it. 

I wish our Foreign Mission Committee 
would arrange a short tour of our various 
mission fields, especially Brazil, Mexico 
and Africa, so that a minister could, via 
airplane, visit them for the month of Au- 
gust. A minister could go to Brazil by 
the Clipper and visit all of our stations 
there and return in a month. Or he could 
go by Clipper to Africa and visit most 
of our stations there and come back in a 
month. This would open his eyes and en- 
able him to see for himself how far a 
dollar will go on the foreign field. 

It would pay all of our churches to 
send their pastors on these trips to the 
mission fields. They would come back 
with a new vision of the great work of 
the church and would in turn raise many 
thousands of dollars for the cause of mis- 
sions. Pray that our sessions and boards 
of Deacons will take this matter under 
consideration. 

JAMES MILTON McKNIGHT. 
First Church, DeLand, Fla. 


From Brazil 
Sirs: 

. . . We, as missionaries pretty far off 
from the U. S. and the ways of thinking 
there, have been enjoying your paper. We 
hope you will continue to keep it on a 
thought-provoking basis. 


JOHN BOYLE. 
E. de S. Paulo, Brazil. 
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Bishop Oxnam Asks 
Prayers During UNO 


Meeting in London 


Says Task Is Primarily 
Moral and Spiritual 


New York (Special)—-Bishop G. 
Bromley Oxnam, president of the Fed- 
eral Council of the Churches of Christ 
in America, has urged the churches of 
the United States to join with Christians 
of other lands in special prayer services 
for a just and durable peace during the 
first meeting of the General Assembly 
of the United Nations in London. 

Bishop Oxnam hailed the event as one 
“for which many people have prayed 
and worked and sacrificed through grim 
and tragic years.” 


He pointed out that the British Coun- 
cil of Churches had arranged weekly 
services of prayers during the period 
of the meeting. 


Declaring that ‘‘the task of building 
a genuine world community is pri- 
marily a moral and spiritual undertak- 
ing,’’ Bishop Oxnam expressed gratifi- 
cation that the Assembly should hold 
its plenary sessions in Central Hall, 
Westminster—a church in London. 


The complete text of Bishop Oxnam’s 
statement follows: 


“The first meeting of the General As- 
sembly of the United Nations is an event 
for which many peoples have prayed 
and worked and sacrificed through grim 
and tragic years. 


“It is fitting that this first Assembly 
should hold its plenary sessions in a 
Christian church. Central Hall, West- 
minster, may help to remind the As- 
sembly delegates and the peoples they 
represent of the profound character of 
the responsibilities resting upon them 
and upon us all. If the construetive 
promise of cooperation is to be achieved 
and the great peril of atomic war is to 
be averted, there must be a new and 
solemn dedication to the principles of 
justice and brotherhood on the part of 
Statesmen and peoples alike. The task 
of building a genuine world community 
is primarily a moral and spiritual un- 
dertaking. 

“Our hopes for the fulfillment of these 
obligations depend upon the grace of 
Almighty God. In recognition of this, 
the British Council of Churches appro- 
priately has arranged weekly services of 
intercession for a just and durable peace 
during the meeting .of the United 





Austin Seminary Overtures USA 
Body on Joint Program 


Austin Presbyterian Theological 
Seminary (US) in Texas has made a 
friendly overture to the Presbyterian 
(USA) Council on Theological Edu- 
cation regarding a possible joint pro- 
gram of the two denominations at 
that school, according to a report in 
Monday Morning, a _ Presbyterian 
(USA) magazine for pastors. Com- 
mittees are studying the proposal 
with interest, it is said. 

One of the Southern Presbyterian 
Church’s four theological seminaries 
(Louisville) is under the joint con- 
trol of the two denominations at the 
present time. The Louisville school 
is directed by the Synods of Ken- 
tucky, Missouri, part of Appalachia 
and Alabama, and of the Kentucky, 
USA, synod. Austin Seminary is con- 
trolled by Texas, Oklahoma, Louis- 
iana and Arkansas synods. 











Nations Assembly. As president of the 
Federal Council of the Churches of 
Christ in America, I warmly welcome 
this initiative and urge our churches to 
join with Christians of other lands in 
special prayers of intercession during 
this first session of the General Assem- 
bly.” 


Dr. Ernest Thompson, Charleston, 
Dies Following Long Illness 


Ernest Thompson, 78, longtime pastor 
of the First church, Charleston, W. Va., 
and moderator of the 1933 General As- 
sembly, died after a long illness Jan- 
uary 12 in Charleston. 

Dr. Thompson, who, during his ac- 
tive ministry was a prominent figure in 
the leadership of the church, had been 
pastor emeritus of the Charleston 
church since 1938. For many years he 
had been a member of the Assembly’s 
Executive Committee on Religious Edu- 
cation and he was appointed West Vir- 
ginia’s representative on the church’s 
evangelism committee when it was first 
erected. 

A native of Georgia, the son of a 
minister, Dr. Thompson was educated at 
Drury College, McCormick Theological 
Seminary, and New College, Edinburgh. 

In his presbytery and synod Dr. 
Thompson was the guiding spirit, pio- 
neering in new movements and extend- 
ing the influence of the church. When 
the Synod of West Virginia was organ- 
ized in 1914 he was the first moderator. 


Method of Ordaining 
Ministers and Elders 
Revised by Committee 


Dr. Ogden Announces Change 
In Proposed Plan of Reunion 


A recent announcement by Dunbar 
H. Ogden, New Orleans, chairman of 
the Southern Presbyterian Committee 
on Cooperation and Union, indicates 
that progress is continuing to be made 
by the joint drafting committee, 
charged with working out a plan of re- 
union for the Presbyterian Churches, 
US and USA. Dr. Ogden, who is also | 
chairman of the joint drafting commit- 
tee, reports that the pjace of the ruling 
elder in the reunited church, about 
which a number of objections had been 
raised, has now been arranged in a man- 
ner which should be entirely satisfac- 
tory to all the church. 

The plan, as first presented, provided 
that only ministers should lay their 
hands upon elders and ministers in their 
ordination, according to the traditional 
Presbyterian procedure. However, as 
it has been revised it provides that 
elders will be ordained by the laying 
on of the hands of the minister and 
other members of the session. Ministers 
will be ordained by the laying on of 
the hands of the presbytery ‘‘according 
to the apostolic example.” This revised 
form seems to leave the way open, in 
the ordination of ministers, for either 
practice to be followed in accordance 
with the presbytery’s interpretation of 
“the apostolic example.” 


Regrets Organized Opposition 


In his statement Dr. Ogden expresses 
extreme regret that opponents of re- 
union have resorted to the method of 
setting up an organized bloc in opposi- 
tion to defeat the plan of reunion. Many 
persons, among them seme who are op- 
posed to reunion, he says, doubtless 
regret such an effort which ‘‘may easily 
cause division in our ranks whether or 
not the reunion be consummated.” Dr. 
Ogden stresses the constitutional Lro- 
visions of the church, requiring the af- 
firmative vote of two Assemblies and 
three-fourths of the presbyterias, 
“which would seem to be a_ sufficient 
safeguard against precipitate or ill-con- 
sidered action. Full discussion in the 
church papers and on the floor of the 
Assembly and in the presbyteries, with- 
out propaganda blocs, he says, would 
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seem the proper course for Presbyte- 
rians to follow.” 

The recent announcement explains 
that the reunion plan being studied em- 
braces only the US and USA Presby- 
terian Churches because other Presby- 
terian groups which were approached 
see their way ciear to enter into the 
proposed negotiations. ‘‘Our committee 
would gladly welcome into our confer- 
ences representatives of other Presby- 
terian bodies that are willing to von- 
sider union with the two groups that are 
now we!l underway ir working out a 
plan,’’ says Dr. Ogden. 

According to informed sources, other 
points of difficulty in the US-USA plan 
are being solved in such a way that the 
plan of reunion is not likely to be op- 
posed except by those who are opposed 
to any or all plans of reunton. 





The Southern Presbyterian Commit- 
tee was to meet in Atlanta last week. 
Changes in the personnel of this group 
since last year include: S. B. Hay, of 
Auburn, Ala., replacing Melton Clark; 
B. F. Hall, St. Louis, replacing David 
L. Stitt, and G. T. Gillespie, Jackson, 
*Miss., replacing Major W. Calvin Wells. 
Other members, representing and 
elected by the synods, in addition to 
these named, include: Albert Kiss- 
ling, Florida; Charles G. Rose, North 
Carolina; Arthur S. Dayton, West Vir- 
ginia; Thomas K. Young, Tennessee; 
Robert King, Appalachia; J. R. McCain, 
Georgia; Chris Matheson, Oklahoma; 
Charles L. King, Texas; R. D. Nolen, 
Arkansas; Frank H. Caldwell, Ken- 
tucky; P. F. Henderson, South Caro- 
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lina; E. T. Wellford, Virginia, and 
G. W. Gideon, Snedecor Memorial. 

Before changes in the committee 
membership were made, it had been un- 
derstood that its attitude on the gen- 
eral question of Presbyterian reunion 
was represented by a 14-3 vote favor- 
ing it. Since the general attitude of 
these representatives of the synods is 
well known, it may be assumed that the 
sentiment of the church as a whole 
favors ultimate reunion with the Pres- 
byterian Church, USA. 


Carlyle Adams Named Director 
Of Anti-Conscription Drive 


Parkville, Mo. (RNS)—Carliyle 
Adams, editor of the Presbyterian Tri- 
bune and the Church Times, has re- 
signed as chaplain of Park College here 
to become executive director of the 
National Council Against Conscription. 

The NCAC, formed recently with 
headquarters in Philadelphia, is plan- 
ning a national mass education cam- 
paign to present the views of those op- 
posed to conscription. Dr. Adams be- 
gins his work this month. 


Christian Leaders Urge Caution In. 
Thought of Hirohito’s Conversion 


Tokyo (RNS) (By Wireless)—Al- 
though Emperor Hirohito’s New Year’s 
rescript renouncing claims to divinity 
is being interpreted in some quarters 
here as a strong indication of his demo- 
cratic tendencies, it is not yet the time 
to say that the emperor intends to em- 
brace Christianity immediately. 





world. 


church. 
CHAKLES E. S. 


13:34-35). In our broken, hating, 


the New Testament. 


I 
General Assembly, Florence, S. C.: 


bers. 
come before the fight for principle. 


of these is love.’”’ 





Challenge to the Church in 1946 


JACK AND LUCY VINSON, Missionaries to China, Decatur, Ga.: 
plement the continuing task of Evangelism with the sacrificial leadership 
of every Christian in supplying the immediate physical needs of a devastated 


EDWARD G. LILLY, Minister, First church, Charleston, S. C.: 
developing a stronger, better informed, personal faith in Jesus Christ as 
Savior and Lord through a much greater cooperation of home, school and 


KRAEMER, Minister First church, Charlotte, N. C.: Our 
first privilege is to bear witness to the redeeming power. of Christ (John’ 
suspicious world, what more effective 
witness can our church bear than that which our Lord here commands. 
Sound, fundamental faith and love of the brethren are not separated in 


- FRANK PRICE, Former missionary to China; former moderator of the 


The greatest challenge to our .church 
today is that of putting first things first. 


among men before political strategy or we are sunk. 
exalt spirituality or we shall lose the way.. 
must precede all plans and policies, however alluring. 
tian living must be accounted as of far greater value than increase in num- 
Fervent love among ourselves and to the brethren without, must 


If there must be controversy, let broth- 
erly love continue and conquer, no matter which side loses. 


Let us put first things first. 


See others on pages 2 and 12. 


We must im. 


The work of 


The nations must put goodwill 
The church must 
Persistent and united prayer 
Evidences of Chris- 


“The greatest 
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This is the best opinion of informed @ 


Christian leaders and high ranking of- 
ficials here. Although Shigeru Nam- 
bara, president of Tokyo’s Imperial Uni- 
versity, predicts without qualification 
that the emperor will become a Chris- 
tian, other Christian leaders would 
rather say that he is studying Chris- 
tianity and is sympathetic toward it. 

The New Year season is a traditional 
period for study and lectures in the 
Imperial household. Toyohiko Kagawa, 
noted Japanese Protestant leader, lec- 
tured at the palace on cooperatives and 
Christianity with 15 princes and prin- 
cesses present, including the younger 
brothers of the emperor and the em- 
peror himself. 

The Japanese Imperial Family has 
long been interested in the humani- 
tarian works of Christianity. Forty 
years ago Emperor Meiji gave the first 
Imperial gift to Christianity—a dona- 
tion of 10,000 yen to the Y. M. C. A. 


Hampden-Sydney Campaign 
Moves Steadily Forward 


Assigned $150,000 of the synod’s 
$500,000 goal, leaders in East Hanover 
Presbytery are reporting that pledges 
and church commitments indicate that 
Hampden-Sydney College’s quota in that 
area will be reached. According to the 
announcement by Frank F. Rennie, Jr., 
presbytery chairman, $45,000 was raised 
by a special committee In Richmond, 
outside the church campaigns, and 
$113,490 has been accepted as quotas 
by the respective churches. It is ex- 
pected that churches paying their quotas 
out of their annual budgets will meet 
these accepted obligations by the end of 
the church year in 1948 at the latest. 

In addition to the 32 churches of- 
ficially accepting quotas amounting to 
$113,490 and 12 additional churches 
unofficially accepting quotas amounting 
to $18,000, 19 churches have as yet 
taken no official action regarding their 
assignments. , 


Benevolence Receipts 
Show Continued Gain 


With three months remaining in the 
present church year, benevolences, as 
reported by four of the Assembly’s 
agencies, appear to be maintaining their 
average high above last year’s gifts. Re- 
ports from April through December are 
as follows: 

Foreign Missions (Nashville) $460,- 
281; gain, $40,281. The Elders and 
Deacons Fund has secured $3,764 this 
year, in addition. 

Home Missions (Atlanta) $222,314; 
gain, $23,542. The Home Missions 


Emergency Fund, $183,237; gain, $13,- 
255. 

Christian Education and Ministerial 
Relief 
$20,556. 

Religious Education and Publication 
(Richmond) $98,925; gain, $16,536. 


(Louisville) $119,420; gain, 
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THE OUTLOOK PULPIT 


Christianity is Jesus Christ 


By THOMAS KAY YOUNG 


“TI am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh 
unto the Father but by me.’’—John 14:6. 


HRISTIANITY IS UNIQUE among religious systems in 
several fundamental respects. One such distinction is 
its identity with its Author. Sinclair Patterson re- 

minds us substantially that one may take away the names 
of Buddha, Mahomet and Zoroaster from their respective 
doctrines without affecting the systems. But to take away 
from Christianity the name and person of Jesus Christ is 
to have nothing left. That is true. Dr. James Denney 
buttressed it with a declaration that “from beginning to end, 
in all its various phases and aspects and elements, the Chris- 
tian faith and life is determined by the person and work 
of our Lord. It owes its life and character at every point 
to him. Its convictions are convictions about him. Its 
hopes are hopes which he has inspired and which he only 
ean fulfill . . its strength is the strength of his spirit.” 

In a manner as natural as a sunrise and as vital as an 
opening flower Jesus makes that claim in this text. As free 
of strain as breathing, yet as full of assurance as the com- 
ing of spring is his assertion that all the marvels and 
mysteries; all the realities and ultimates of God’s proffers 
through grace are to be had through himself. As a con- 
sequence, they who would come to the realization of the 
will of God must first and last be dedicated to Christ. Just 
what his .plan was, however, is debatable. The text is 
capable of various interpretations. Therefore, we make our 
initial concern a resolving of the Master’s teaching as to 
the basic meaning of our text. 


I. What Does He Claim for Fundamental Christianity? 


Obviously the primary thought is that of a way to the 
Father. In that strain the great Maclaren insists that the 
main purpose is to present Christ as ‘‘The Way,” and he re- 
gards the words Truth and Life as explanatory. 

We shall not, however, weaken this primary purpose by 
giving independent force to each of the words, as though 
Jesus were setting forth his fuller bounty to the believer’s 
soul by making himself our benefactor as a Guide, as an 
Interpreter, and as a spring of Life Eternal. We should re- 
joice to have all men discover just that variety of values 
as resident in him because they cover the major ideas men 
entertain regarding the meaning of life. 

A vast army of very practical folk see life in terms of 
a Way of Living. While they are not indifferent to grace 
or spiritual understanding, Christianity to them is a going 





N PRESENTING our preachers from The Outlook Pul- 
pit for 1946, the editors wish to express their thanks 
to men and women all over the church who have as- 

sisted in selecting them. More than 200 persons, the 
same number in each synod, were requested to name 
these 1946 preachers. They have made excellent choices. 
Our readers also will be grateful to them. 

First in the year’s series is Thomas Kay Young, minis- 
ter of Idlewild church, Memphis, since 1930, and mod- 
erator of the 1945 General Assembly. Other churches 
where Dr. Young has served include Logan and Holden, 
W. Va., 1911-12;-Covington, Va., 1912-18; Lexington, 
Va., 1918-24; Roanoke, Va., First, 1924-1930. Dr. Young 
made an able moderator of the last Assembly, and this 
year, as he makes his trips across the church, he is 
challenging our people with great and urgent tasks which 
demand attention and action. He is providing excellent, 
aggressive leadership and we are delighted to present 
his sermon as the first of the new series. 











forth each morning with policies and programs for guidance 
in filling their niche and making a contribution to the build- 
ing of what they regard as a Christian world. And if this 
is only a partial purview of Christianity it is not one to 
be cast out as indefensible, for even Jesus said a tree is 
known by its fruits, and that a tree cannot bear fruit in- 
consistent with its fundamental nature. 


Is not the chief tragedy of our Christianity just here in 
our failure to put on the whole armor of God and go forth 
to strike more valiant blows at the world’s inequities than 
we have yet put forth to see sobriety, family fidelity, class 
and race fraternity, economic fair play and all the rest that 
makes for a democratic righteousness prevalent and pro- 
ductive? That is Christianity in terms of life as Jesus 
lived—with sublimely simple self-needs; deep pure de- 
votion to human welfare; the pressure of an inner bent 
of being to do good; the fortitude of a Spartan in fighting 
headwinds and cross currents that would defeat or dis- 
courage his way of life. 


Members of another quite distinctive school think of 
Christianity as a Quest after Truth. They are thoughtful 
folk who formulate our creeds, develop our ceremonies and 
create our symbols of reality. They are curious and dis- 
criminating and must sail up the stream of its fountain- 
head and there find and relate God to the processes they 
behold. They want to know what makes men live and 
think and dream as they do; what causes a child to cry, 
or an old man to become weary or a mountain to be covered 
with mist or a longing after peace with God to haunt the 
heart of man. It is these who grapple with the central 
question of God and his will for us until they have sys- 
tematized the blessed answer and illuminated the business 
of making Christianity intelligent until the least of us need 
not walk in darkness or waste his energy or sound a false 
note or miclead any earnest seeker after the truth that 
guarantees his destiny. 

This does not mean there are no undiscovered depths or 
lengths in the spiritual field. Truth is illimitable. We grasp 
with inadequate minds even the fragments of truth we come 
to make our own and we sense that the angels themselves 
cannot understand the Almighty unto perfection. Neither 
does this argue in favor of aloofness from living by the 
Christian viewpoint because one has learned what it is that 
causes weakness and wantonness and misery; what are the 
conditions of mercy and love; how one may tap the re- 
sources that supply power to live as Christ wants a man to 
live. 


To a third group Christianity is a Spiritual Experience. 
Jesus could have had those in mind when he said, “I am 
the Life.’”’ They are intelligent, and they walk circum- 
spectly, but it is neither intellectual grasp nor practical 
behavior that tugs at their hearts as they regard their re- 
lation to Christ. They want their lives filtered through 
some holy cleansing exercise that leaves them pure as Christ 
is pure. And, though this is a partial view of Christianity, 
it is a sublimely noble attainment to possess spiritual re- 
sources for living a conquering Christian career. Surely 
Paul was speaking for all who will pay the price when he 
said that we may be conquerors in all our trials and strug- 
gles through the power of him that loves us. What can have 
more of the soul of Christianity than to be strengthened 
with Christ’s might in the inner man, not only for security 
but for utilizing the incidents of Providence for life en- 
richment and fuller ministry. Let no believer despise this 
lofty spiritual aspiration. 

But what of the inner meaning of our text—Whether 
Christianity be defined solely as a Way to God, or be thought 
of as also a qvest after the truth about God in Christ or 








an experience of the Holy Spirit of God through the Master 
himself is the essential embodiment of it? 


II. Christ Is Christianity 


Both clarity and positiveness mark the clause: “I am 
the Way, the Truth, and the Life.’’ For ourselves we can- 
not thin out this language to some mere figure that ex- 
hausts itself in throwing pictures upon the walls of our 
imagination. He was about to leave men who had cast 
their lots with him and were destined to die for him. Their 
souls were being wrung with grief and dread because of 
his immediate departure. They saw themselves as the lone- 
liest and protected wanderers on earth. Having 
already been ostracised and disowned they foresaw perse- 
cutions and programs awaiting to harass and hurt them as 
though they were predatory animals to be hunted down and 
slain. We may be sure Jesus was not giving them any 
milque-toast panacea for their agonizing experience. 

He was not even saying merely that he was a religious 
genius who could better than others crystallize men’s re- 
ligious intuitions so that they can walk a safer way. He 
was not intimating only that he knew truth about God or 
that he had received the Holy Spirit in fuller measure than 
other religious leaders. Christ was not simply exalting him- 
self to the head position of that ‘“‘sceptered group who rule 
our spirits from their urns.’”’ He meant to be their present 
companion and to supply literally all the aid connoted in 
the words he used here to comfort their burdened hearts. 

Christ declares himself the Way. It is not enough to say 
he knew the sort of life God required and could show his 
disciples how to keep true to God’s compass even when the 
road grew faint or disappeared. Many spiritual stalwarts 
such as Paul and Augustine and Calvin and others could 
have done that. And little comfort that would have been. 
They probably knew what practical godliness consisted in, 
yet did they tremble in dread of foes they would meet, de- 
feats they might suffer, grace they might lack along the way 
they must trudge in coming to the feet of God. 

Jesus calls himself the Way in the sense that Louis XIV 
called himself the State, for which history branded him a 
stupid megalomaniac. Jesus claims to embody in himself 
all that is involved in going from sin’s most distant corner 
right up to the most blessed intimacy with the Heavenly 
Father. He became sin for our race and in the capacity of 
Savior nieets the sinner in whatever quagmire he may be 
when he feels his first heart tug to be a Christian. From 
that very spot a path leads off toward heaven, and trusting 
sinners may make their certain way hither through Jesus 
Christ. 

His spirit rests upon each soul as controllingly as the 
traveler’s surrender makes possible, and anoints him for all 
the assignments selected for him en 


least 


route. He will pos- 
sess more and more of that radiance that marks the saintly 
face; and he will live to validate the gospel; to help re- 
lease his fellows from the enslavements of life’s bondage to 
poverty and ignorance and fear and sin. He will help 
those journeying with him to gain true insight into life’s 
relative values and liberate their minds from false vagaries 
and foul prejudices that halt spiritual progress and stagger 
the heart before the fuller fellowships of Christian brother- 
hood. 

Christ declares himself the Truth. He must have meant 
more than merely to say he knew God’s mind concerning 
human duty and that he was honest in his report of that 
duty. He is affirming what John expressed in the first 
chapter, where Jesus is designated as the Word which was 
with God and was God. Paul expressed the same idea when 
he called Jesus ‘‘The Image of the Invisible God.’’ Christ 
is God Incarnate and animate and analyzable. When we see 
Christ with real understanding we see God in terms of his 
holiness, his his ethical dealing with their 
sins, his quickening power for their transformation. 

One is « 
intended. 
dem ption. 


love for men, 


uite sure that even more cosmic implications are 
Christ is the Author of creation as well as re- 
And what is discovered through laboratory, 
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clinic or exploration to be the final truth about anything 
is his stamp upon the nature and purpose of that substance 
or law or affinity. One could wish that men’s pursuit of 
truth through the labyrinth of nature and history and 
human life were reverently done. Then would prejudice 
and presumption of human omniscience give way to that 
modesty that becomes the child in the universe of God. 

But in the immense sweep of truth’s existence Jesus 
says he isthe Truth. He is fundamental reality in the fields 
of the factual, the moral and the spiritual. He knew what 
was in man, but also he was man in the full attainment 
of his possibilities. He knew God, but he was God brought 
near and made merciful and desirable. He knew the uni- 
verse but his own standards and will for it are ploughed 
deep into its every structure peculiarity. He knew God’s 
will for mankind, but his words were spirit and life, dis- 
criminating between the false and the true, the cheap and 
the worthy in all the business of seeking God’s will. 

Finally, Jesus is the Life. All life finds its source in 
him. All intellectual grasp; all moral and creative capacity; 
all sanctifying energy is the result of his life-giving Spirit 
communcated to the believing heart for its quickening and 
culture in beauty and power. 

In this last and greatest definition Christ declares him- 
self both adequate and necessary to Christian life. This 
is the core of our glorious faith that Christ gives of his 
Spirit to make us alive unto God and then works within 
us to develop and mature us into dynamic and constructive 
servants of the race. 

With this hasty review of Christ’s overall proffer of him- 
self we need only to be reminded of his last statement: 
‘“‘No man cometh unto the Father but by me.”’ Just a word 
then as to this. 


III. How We May Best Represent Christianity 


Obviously our simple but basic business is to be bound 
to the Savior in as nearly perfect trust and obedience as 
our spirits under every discipline and pious exercise can at- 
tain. 

Let it suffice us now that millions have tested his proffer 
and found it to be the rock-bottom truth about real god- 
liness. As Herbert Farmer put it: We can do no more 
practical religious thing than reach a settled conviction on 
this matter and make the venture of obedience, trust and 
love by which we may share his redemptive power. 

And the practical way to prove its reality is by possessing 
it. All our reasoning will give us but the shell. If we would 
know the sanctities and delights of Christ’s guidance and 
mind and spirit as a deep experience we must will to do 
the will of God. We must strive to practice his presence 
and carry out his counsel and reproduce his standards. Then 
shall we know right and truth and purity and indwelling 
grace as no speculative ethicalist can know these things. 

George Morrison quotes an episode in Thackeray’s Vanity 
Fair that well illustrates our simple but sufficient duty. It 
is related that Amelia Osborne nursed and dressed and lived 
upon her baby George. The child was her being. In a 
stronger and equally practical sense we may live upon our 
blessed Master so that we no longer live but he lives in us 
to will and to do of his good pleasure. And gradually 
there shall be fabricated into our inner consciousness the 
sure conviction of Christ’s favor and love and mastery which 
constitute noble discipleship. With the passing years all 
fear of wandering will give way to a feeling that we are 
divinely led. Our venture upon a surmise will be resolved 
into a modest but settled assurance that we have the truth 
in him. And as his refining and strengthening and thrilling 
energy enlivens our affection for him and our passion for 
his glory we shall not only be sure we are alive in him, 
but that we are growing by that irresistible magic in the 
hearts of his friends that make real the service noted in our 
text. 


Let us then resolve as never before to bind our hearts to 
Christ, and cleave to him forever as our Friend and Lord. 
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The Privilege of Rebuilding 


By WILLIAM C. KERR* 


prise visit to Osaka Jo Gakuin. Lieutenant Lewis, son 

of the pastor of Forest Hill Presbyterian Church, 
Newark, N. J., and Sergeant Allen, a Roman Catholic, the 
photographer of this part of the Survey, were the other 
two. It was Sergeant Allen who, impressed by my tale of 
my first visit to the school, had gathered bars of GI choco- 
late from his mates for a gift to the students. These I 
turned over to Mr. Morita when he visited me a couple 
of days later. 


ess MORNING A PARTY of three of us made a sur- 


We arrived at almost nine o’clock, when the school was 
in full swing.’ It was a very different sight from the other 
day when I found only one person in the building.” Several 
teachers were on the first floor in a room shut off by a 
wall of boxes. On the second floor of the concrete box of a 


building was a class absorbed in an algebraic problem. 


On the third floor was a class of almost the same size 
studying the Japanese language. On the top floor wag Mr. 
Morita’s own class, studying religion. 


Welcome to American Uniforms 


We asked them to sing for us. First they gave us a 
Japanese song telling of longing for home, and then a 
familiar Christian hymn. I listened to those sweet voices, 
I looked out of the great open window frames through which 
a strong breeze was pouring. I watched other groups down 
on the grounds below, tending garden, cleaning up rubbish 
and filling in dug-outs, I looked out over the utter devas- 
tation on every side from this, the only building left stand- 
ing in that area, I thought of the welcome we in American 
uniforms were receiving so soon after the cessation of hos- 
tilities, I thought of the other American teachers who had 
taught in that room, I watched the effect the scene was 
having on the other two men, and I am not ashamed to say 
that tears rolled down my cheeks. 


At a signal the girls all rushed from the building to seat 
themselves in a solid mass facing the front entrance where, 
after a moment we were being introduced by the principal 
and then given a chance to address the students, I in Japa- 
nese and the other two men in English, to be interpreted 
for them by a wee Nisei teacher from Idaho. I.gave them 
greetings, told what I know of the former teachers. I told 
them how proud I was to see them so intent on their studies 
under such handicaps. I congratulated them on the free- 
dom won even in defeat, and challenged them to work for 
the new Japan. Lieutenant Lewis said that no experience 
during his stay in Japan could possibly mean more to him 
than that visit to the school. The sergeant was told that 
the chocolate had made its way around a good part of the 
school, each one of those GI bars, ‘of almost four ordinary 
bites apiece, having been divided among ten of the girls. 

As we left the girls lined both sides of the road from 
the gate, hiding the piles of rubble behind them. We were 
in two jeeps, and I must say I felt as perhaps General 
Eisenhower felt when going through the streets of New 
York. Every hand was waving, and every voice calling out, 
“‘Good-bye”’ or ‘‘Sayonara.”’ 

Next Wednesday they are having a bazaar to raise money 
for a piano. The building plan calls for erecting three 
classroom buildings at a cost of 500,000 yen! 

If you could only have been there, or if I could begin to 
describe that scene properly, or tell of the emotions that 
overwhelmed us. I wanted to appear in every church in 
America at once and tell that story. It spoke of restored 


*Missionary of the Presbyterian Church, U. S. A. 


relations, of healed wounds, of hands joined together for a 
better Japan, a better America, a better world. Again was 
I told that people, to help build this new Japan, cannot get 
here too quickly. 


Defeat Better Than Victory 


What a privilege it is going to be to take part in the 
rebuilding. To think of Christian songs resounding be- 
tween those walls when for months they had been stilled, 
of testimony for Christ being given again where it had been 
prohibited, of people talking freely of matters that would 
have landed them in prison just a few months ago. Some 
people who came to see me this evening agreed that defeat 
is better for the common man in Japan than victory would 
have been. Is that a paradox? 

An official walked out of the Municipal Office with me to- 
day. Out of a clear sky he said to me in his own language: 
“We were fearfully deceived by our military. We are deeply 
grateful for American kindness.’’ And all around were the 
ruins caused by American bombs. 

Broadcast my story as far as you can. 





Challenge to the Church 
in 1946 


IN ALL CONGREGATIONS 


J. W. DICKSON, Elder, First church, Anderson, S. C.: 
A good 1946 objective for all our churches would be 
that of placing stress and emphasis on the develop- 


«ment and promotion of our Sunday schools.” 


HARMON B. RAMSEY, Minister, First church, Bluefield, 
W Va.: The greatest challenge to local churches this 
year is to win new converts to Christ, to lead mem- 
bers to a more intelligent understanding of Christian 
faith, and to encourage responsible citizenship and 


churchmanship. 


THOMAS W. CURRIE, Jr., Minister, Ridglea church, 
Fort Worth, Texas: [Establishment of at least one out- 
post Sunday school which has the prospect of becom- 


ing an organized church. 


CLAYTON C. CRAWFORD, Minister, Forest Hill church, 
Richmond, Va.: Implement our prayers and the Chris- 
tian principles we claim to believe, with actual Chris- 


tian living in every area of life. 


KENNETH S. KEYES, Miami, Fla., layman: “In all thy 
ways acknowledge Him and He will direct thy paths’’ 
certainly invites us es believers to show our appre- 
ciation to God for the many blessings we enjoy, by 
using a liberal portion of our incomes and profits to 
advance His causes. 1946 is our year for stewardship 
emphasis. 
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AN OPEN LETTER TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY’S 
PERMANENT COMMITTEE ON COOPERATION AND UNION: 


In erecting your committee some 
years ago the General Assembly evi- 
dently desired to promote interdenomi- 
national cooperation as well as to move 
toward Presbyterian reunion. The two 
ideas are closely related. In our present 
plans and conversations about a pos- 
sible Presbyterian reunion nothing is 
more important than to provide oppor- 
tunities for mutual acquaintance and 
joint enterprise. Even the organized 
opponents of Presbyterian reunion, by 
their own statements, do not oppose 
this, for in their recent declaration of 
Objections they have reiterated the 
statement that “The Southern Presby- 
terian Church has long stood whole- 
heartedly committed to a form of fed- 
eral union of churches hotding the Pres- 
byterian system in which real unity and 
cooperation would be realized and 
wasteful duplication eliminated.’’ These 
opponents of reunion, according to their 
statement, will favor such efforts to 
cooperate as will enable us to work to- 
gether efficiently and effectively while 
magnifying the basic unity which binds 
us to each other and to Christ and pro- 
viding for the elimination of ‘‘wasteful 
duplication.”” In asking for such co- 
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operation they are evidently asking for 
more than a federal union, or provision 
for cooperation, on paper. We already 
have a structural federal union in the 
Western Section of the Presbyterian 
Alliance. They must, therefore, be seek- 
ing something more than this—a real 
joining in cooperative endeavors where 
unity will be realized and where waste- 
ful duplication will be eliminated. Is 
there anyone in the church who would 
not favor this? 

Therefore, we are suggesting for your 
careful consideration a plan which will 
be followed while conversations regard- 
ing reunion are continuing and while 
thorough discussions of its implications 
are being engaged in. We are advocat- 
ing this step because we feel it is fun- 
damental to any future relationship 
either of Christian fellowship and co- 
operation or of reunion. We are urging 
it because we need to know USA Pres- 
byterians better and they need to know 
us; we need to have opportunities to 
work alongside each other; we do not 
have nearly enough of these opportuni- 
ties now. We need to know and un- 
derstand each others’ points of view, 
theological, social and otherwise. There 
is no better way of gaining this under- 
standing than by working together and 
by worshipping together. No one, even 
opponents of reunion, according to their 
published statements, will object to such 
opportunities of Christian fellowship 
and cooperation. Every wise, fair- 
minded man wants to know all that 
would be involved in closer relations be- 
tween the two churches. 

Therefore, during the months and 
years immediately ahead of us, while the 
plan of reunion is being considered, we 
propose that the General Assembly’s 
committee shall give equal attention to 
studying, recommending and encourag- 
ing plans for joint efforts wherever 
practicable. 

As we think of the possibilities, such 
enterprises as those listed below appeal 
to us. We propose, therefore, that your 
committee lead out in cooperative un- 
dertakings like these: 

1. The widest possible exchange of 
speakers, preachers and Bible teachers, 
US and U§A, between presbyteries, 
synods, summer conferences, young peo- 
ple’s groups, men’s and women’s or- 
ganizations, and between auxiliaries of 
presbyteries and synods. 

2. A real joint effort in evangelism 
with the departments of both churches 
using their combined efforts in one pro- 
gram to make its impact across the 
nation from Mexico to Canada, from 
the Atlantic to the Pacific. In addition 
to this, or in connection with it, let us 
encourage and plan for the exchange of 
preachers, US and USA, in the conduct 
of evangelistic meetings, seasons of 
spiritual enrichment, etc., in local 
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churches and on college and seminary 
campuses. 

3. In order to bring sustained oppor- 
tunities for mutual aid.and acquaintance 
and in order that we may profit by each 
other’s contribution, let us plan and en- 
courage the exchange of pastors, US 
and USA, for a month at a time, per- 
haps in vacation or other seasons. 

4. Let us invite an increasing num- 
ber of USA ministers to our summer 
conferences as leaders, or simply as 
visitors, and let us make it possible for 
more and more US ministers to visit 
USA conferences. 

5. Let us devise ways and means to 
facilitate a wide exchange of laymen, 
both men and women—leaders of high 
ability—for speaking engagements, con- 
ferences and various meetings in the 
two churches. , 

6. Through the General Assembly, let 
us direct our respective executive com- 
mittees and agencies to make every 
effort to plan with the related com- 
mittee or agency of the USA church 
to the end that duplication of effort 
may be avoided; that printed materials 
and promotional plans may be shared, 
created jointly and cooperatively used; 
that full cooperation be sought in the 
following areas as we attempt to do 
together everything that it is possible 
to do: 

Evangelism. 

Worship, devotional aids, and music, 
including hymnals. 

Home and Foreign Missions. © 

Negro work. 

Student activities. 

Youth program and literature. 

Summer camp and conference pro- 
grams. 

Leadership education. 

Stewardship education and promotion. 

Care and education of orphans. 

Schools and colleges. 

Social education and action. 

Recruiting for the ministry and mis- 
sion service; theological education, and 
the training of lay workers. 

Ministry to chaplains and the armed 
forces. 

Ministerial relief and pensions. 

Literature for Sunday schools. 

Country church and Sunday school 
extension. 

Men’s and women’s work. 

Children’s work. 

And any and all other functions of 
our agencies where joint action can be 
attained. 

7. We urge that local churches and 
church courts be encouraged to seek to 
discover ways of uniting Presbyterian, 
US and USA, forces in possible joint 
activities wherever it can be done. 

8. Let us urge the General Assembly 
to authorize that this program of Chris- 
tian cooperation and joint enterprise 
shall be extended to other members of 
the Presbyterian and Reformed family 
wherever it is possible to secure such 
cooperation and united endeavor. 

Under your leadership a program like 
this will bring us to a new era of Pres- 
Lyterian understanding and goodwill 
for which all will be grateful. 
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THE WASTEFULNESS OF GOD 


A Meditation for Sunday Night in the Manse 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





“Great is the Lord: his greatness is 
unsearchable who giveth to all 
men without question or reproach.” 
Psalm 145:3 and James 1:5, Moffatt. 


not always cheerful at the manse. 

So much for so little! thought the 
minister on the Sunday night before 
New Year’s. So much more energy has 
been expended than can be seen in any 
kind of return. Think of my sermons 
alone. The amount of work that went 
into this one—the years of preliminary 
study, the hours of meditation, the writ- 
ing and re-writing and then the 
handful of people who heard it. And 
as if that were not bad enough, how 
much of any sermon is left in the minds 
of those few people five years from to- 
night—five weeks, even five days? Con- 
sider this parish as I found it, look at 
it now. How much difference can be dis- 
cerned? Yet that trifle of difference 
is the result of the prayers, the hopes, 
the hard work of years. And the daily 
interruptions, the interruptions of 
which my life is made, one interview 
after another, conversations. . . . How 
many conversations for one conversion? 
How many conversations are only talk? 
How much of my time has been wasted! 
Days added to days have made years. 
But days’ work added to days’ work 
have often made nothing. If I knew 
how to channel my energies so as not to 
waste a bit; if one could work only at 
what is certain to produce results; if 
some one could tell me in advance what 
work is going to bear fruit and what is 
een: ..s « 

Life, said the Listening Angel, Life 
is not made that way. One of the laws 
of life is this: Much seed must be wasted 
if any seed is to bear fruit. Remember 
the story of the Sower. There was a 
tremendous amount of waste there. 
Seed that never went into the ground 
at all, seed that went and did not stay 
long enough, seed that had too much ill 
company. Most of the sower’s labor 
goes for nothing. And yet if the sower 
were not prodigal with his seed, if he 
did not waste most of it, none might 
find the good ground. 


~ UNDAY NIGHT THOUGHTS were 


ESUS HIMSELF knew the law of 
J waste. By far the greater part of 

his hearers never understood him, 
As for those who came nearest to un- 
derstanding him, most of his words went 
by their ears. And how many of his 
words were remembered at all? Jesus 
taught for three years, some say. If you 
divide that by three, and he taught only 
one year or a little more, that would 
be 400 days. But of those 400 days, 
only forty, not more, have even a bare 
word in all the four gospels. Jesus had 
to teach ten days to have one remem- 


bered. Consider the patience, the bril- 
liance, the pains and the wisdom of the 
nine unremembered days! Lost to hu- 
man memory, uncounted even in the 
gospels, went nine-tenths of the prec- 
ious Year of our Lord. Yet if Jesus’ 
mind had been slack, had he toiled and 
prayed but now and then, had he been 
sparing with his wisdom, how much 
less still had been remembered or re- 
called! Jesus had to let much go un- 
gathered that a little might remain. 


For Jesus, being the Son of God, knew 
well the divine wastefulness. Not as 
man’s wastefulness is God’s. Man’s is 
the prodigality of the fool, the blind 
scattering and losing of what is pre- 
cious, the indifferent looseness of the 
uncaring. God’s is the overflowing of 
the Infinite, the flaming of an everlast- 
ing Light. On every star and planet 
is the sign of the un-withholding God. 
On this small earth he makes a million 
unseen flowers to perish in the frost, 
as in the far spaces he makes a million 
suns to roam the unperceiving dark. A 
million times the sun rose in crimson 
and gold before ever a man said, “It is 
beautiful.’’ Countless times life bloomed 
on earth before one man said, “I thank 
Thee, God.’’ Of the sun’s light and heat 
but one part in one hundred million 


comes to all the planets in your sky, 
yet did the sun not pour itself into 
empty space unceasingly, life-had never 
been born on this small earth. Innum- 
erable creatures have spawned and died 
that some might live; in directions with- 
out number life moved out upon the 
earth that at last one line might reach 
to man. Far more is sown than can be 
reaped, 


love ot God is greater than can be 

absorbed or appreciated by all the 
creatures that are or shall ever be. If 
his love were not infinite, what hope 
could there be for us who are small? 
Had not Christ died for all, how could 
the promise run, Whosoever believeth 
shall not perish? ° 


S O IT IS in the realm ef Spirit. The 


Therefore fear not, O man, to be gen- 
erous. Let the alabaster box be broken, 
though the toil of a year be spent in 
the perfume of one passing moment. 
Not in the recklessness of those who 
care not, but with the prodigality of love 
that grows with the spending, the over- 
flowing of the indwelling and inexhausti- 
ble God. Not to the timid and the cal- 
culating is blessing promised, but to 
those that sow beside all waters. They 
that sow sparingly shall reap sparingly, 
and in time of drought their seed shall 
wither. But they that sow beside all 
waters, even in the days when rivers 
cease to run shall find beside one crystal 
stream a tree of life. 





tinues to flourish. 


gifts to education. 





LIVING MANY DAYS 


Long before America was discovered, in the year 1252, Robert 
D. Sorbon made a gift for the poor students of France. Today the 


Sorbonne, which was later united with the University of Paris, con- 


For 683 years his name has been revered and his investment has 
borne dividends for young people, in spite of perhaps 50 terrible wars 
and other interruptions in the long history of civilization. 

Hundreds of other men and women have become immortal in 


England, on the Continent, and in America through their generous 


Just now in the seminaries and colleges related to our own church, 
there are special opportunities for enduring investments. 
Write now to the institution in which you are interested or to the 


Louisville office for additional details. ° 


Presbyterian Church in the United States 


Christian Higher Education 


REV. WADE H. BOGGS, D. D., SECRETARY 
410 Urban Building, Louisville 2, Ky. 
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FIRST MISSIONARIES BACK TO CHINA—Sailing from Houston 
aboard the 8. S. Norman Lykes, six Southern Presbyterian missionaries 
turned their faces once more to China after spending the war years in 
America.. In the picture above, taken in the First church, Houston, where 
a cordial reception was given them, are (standing), Miss Margaret Sells, 
Dr. and Mrs. W. C. Lauchlin, and Miss Margaret Wood, R. N.; 
(seated) Dr. and Mrs. Frank A. Brown. Houston Presbyterians were 
deeply impressed by the missionaries.. Said a public accountant at the 
church’s party for them, ‘‘They must have picked the best to go first. I’m 
glad to know our church is represented in China by such able people.’’ 





CAMPUS NEWS 


Columbia Seminary Passes 
$100,000 Goal in Campaign 

Columbia Seminary reached its $100,- 
000 goal by January 1. In fact, it 
passed it, gaining $101,490 in cash by 
the deadline, more than $3,000 in addi- 
tion in the early days of the month plus 
an additional $10,000 pledge to be paid 
during the coming year. All of these 
funds to be added to the endowment, 
enable the institution to ciaim $50,000 
in addition which had been promised 
by Atlanta friends if the $100,000 sum 
could be secured, according to President 
J. McDowelb Richards. 

It is reported that a large part of this 








Rabun Gap-Nacoochee 
School 


Rabun Gap, Ga. 
The Best in High School Education. 
GEO. 0. BELLINGRATH, President 











new endowment will be used in the es- 
tablishment of a chair on homiletics and 
public speaking. In the course of the 
campaign more than $5,000 was con- 
tributed toward the establishment of a 
chair of evangelism and country church 
work. The seminary expects to continue 
its efforts in this latter regard until 
$100,000 has been secured for this pur- 
pose. 


Summer School of Church Music 
Planned for Training School 


The first Summer School of Church 
Music ever to be held at the Assem- 
bly’s Training School in Richmond is 
planned for next July 31-August 14 un- 
der the direction of James R. Sydnor, 
professor of music at the school. Ac- 
cording to the announcement, it is ex- 
pected that the two weeks program will 
attract choir directors, organists and 
others who have responsibility for 
church music. 

In addition to Mr. Sydnor, other mu- 
sicians of national prominence have 
been invited to serve on the faculty. 
Individual f{nwtruction in organ and 





JANUARY 21, 1946 


voice will be given and classes will be 
offered in choir conducting, children’s 
choir methods, how to develop great 
congregational singing, and other sub- 
jects. It is planned to have a series to 
model choir rehearsals, to arrange an 
exhibit of new church music, and to 
provide a number of organ and vocal 
recitals and concerts, 


CHURCH NEWS 


D. T. Caldwell Daughter 
Killed in Accident 


Miss Mary Ruth Caldwell, 21-year-old 
daughter of Dr. and Mrs. Dan T. Cald- 
well of Richmond, died January 5, two 
days after an accident in which her bi- 
cycle was struck by a taxicab at Chapel 
Hill, N. C. Studying at the University 
of North Carolina, she was working on 
her master’s degree which would have 
been received at the same time or 
shortly after her bachelor’s degree at 
Mary Baldwin next spring. She com- 
pleted her work at Mary Baldwin in 
three years. 

Funeral services were held at Thya- 
tira church, Mt. Ulla, N. C. Dr. Cald- 
well, who is director of the Defense 
Service Council of the Presbyterian 
Church, US, had attendei the funeral 
of his mother at Davidson just a week 
before. 





Youth Convention on Missions 
Planned for Next December 


The third quadrennial youth conven- 
tion on world missions in the Presby- 
terian Church, US, is planned for De- 
cember 27-30, 1946, according to an an- 
nouncement by H. Kerr Taylor, acting 
executive secretary of foreign missions 
and chairman of the committee plan- 
ning the convention. Decision as to the 
place of the meeting will be made this 
month. Chattanooga and Nashville are 
being considered. More than 2,000 
young people are expected to attend. 
Main objective of the meeting is to chal- 
lenge these young people to full time 
Christian service. 

Among the convention speakers al- 
ready secured are John A. Mackay, Dr. 
Walter R. Judd, Frank W. Price, and 
C. Darby Fulton. 

Plans followed at the Atlanta con- 
vention in 1937 and in Memphis, 1941, 
will be used again, with commissions 
appointed early in the year to prepare 
study guides with particular reference 
to ‘‘the place of the church and the gos- 
pel of Christ in the world of today, and 
the individual’s responsibility as a 
Christian.” Six commissions to be 
named will bring their reports to the 
convention, providing a basis for dis- 
cussion groups. 

Fifteen Southern Presbyterians repre- 
senting all agencies and departments of 


the church, compose thé planning com- ~ 


mittee. 
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Campaign, Students, 


Churchill in Offing 


Missouri News Letter 

The $200,000 campaign for Westmin- 
ster College, authorized by the Synod of 
Missouri at its last meeting, is getting 
underway. The college, supported by 
US and USA _ Presbytcrians, came 
through the war with an excellent rec- 
ord of service. The financial campaign 
in the US synod will be followed by one 
in the USA synod and will provide 
greatly needed support. With the de- 
parture of the Navy unit, about 100 
civilian students were left during the 
last quarter. <A large increase is ex- 
pected with the beginning of the Feb- 
ruary semester. The White House an- 
nouncement that President Truman and 
Mr. Churchill will be guests of the col- 
lege on March 5 has created great ex- 
citement. Mr. Churchill will deliver the 
yreen Foundation Lectures on World 
Affairs and both will be given the LL.D. 
degree, 





Synod Asks Dissolution of 
Snedecor Memorial Synod 


Other actions of the synod, not pre- 
viously reported, which should be meh- 
tioned here, include: An overture to the TWO VITAL PROVISIONS 
General Assembly asking the dissolu- 
tion of Snedecor Memorial Synod (if 
Snedecor Synod wants it to be done), h 
receiving the churches of this synod into t at we can make 
the respective presbyteries within whose 
geographical bounds they are now lo- 
cated; authorization of a ‘‘quiet’”’ cam- ‘ through one transaction 
paign for $55,000 for Farmington Or- 
phanage; a 20 per cent increase in the 
benevolence budget; planned a confer- 


ence on Christian relations for next BY USING one’s money for an Annuity Gift 
year; and urged all ministers to give 
pre-marital counseling. to the Executive Committee of Foreign Missions, 


State Council of Churches Has 


two important things are accomplished: 
Social Relations Department 


The Missouri Council of Churches (1) An annuity (or annual income) is provided 
continues to be active and influential. f l | 
The council sponsors an annual pas- Or you as 1ong as you live. 
tors’ institute in Columbia each Janu- : 
ary. This year Harold E. Fey, of The (2) You become an active partner in furthering 
Christian Century, is one of the speak- G > ‘ 5 se 
ers. The council has recently established od . work in Foreign Missions. 
a department of social relations with 
Sdedigenitess te Jeteenne City, the state In addition, you become the executor of your own 
capitol. aa . ; - 
estate, and have the spiritual satisfaction of making 
Situation of Pastor Shortage ; . ‘ + as 
New Sethe ibased a substantial contribution to the spread of Christi- 
Not only were 50 per cent of the anity. Full particulars of our popular Annuity Gift 
smaller Presbyterian, US, churches in : 
Missouri without pastors for a while, Plan will be sent free upon request. 


but four of the largest churches did not 
have ministers. The situation is chang- 


ing rapidly with Willidm McCorkle at : CURRY B. HEARN, Treasurer 

Westminster in St. Louis, Charles Pratt } SIONS 

at Columbia, William Bobo, Robert Mor- EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF FOREIGN MISSION ” 

rison Lemley and Sidney Hills called to PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE U. S. 

fields in Missouri Presbytery. In Kan- P. O. BOX 330 : NASHVILLE 1, TENN. 


sas City, J. Leighton Mauze is leading 


in securing funds for the new Ward A STE 
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J. CHESTER FRIST, Minister, First church, Tampa, Fla: 


ALFRED MATHES, unfil recently Minister, First church, Meridian, Miss.: 


Challenge to the Church in 1946 


WORSHIP 


The outgrowth of 
worship, not its form, is what challenges our church. Does our act of wor- 
ship make us tolerant’of others? Does it send us forth to do some defi- 
nite Christian work in our community? Does it create understanding and 
mutual cooperation or does it make suspicious Christians of our church 
people? 


The greatest challenge to our church in the area of worship in 1946 is 
(1) Reaching and drawing into the worship services of the church the 
returning service men in appreciable numbers; and (2) Making worship so 
real and vital and personal as to be irresistible in the projection of these men 


(correct ones) will help some. 


meaning (theology) of worship. 


we Presbyterians talk about forms. 


is a way of life. 


gird life. 





into the active support and work of the church. 


MICHAEL MARYOSIP, Minister, First church, Temple, Texas: 
ion that worship in our church is in tragic need of a real revival and forms 
But the real need is a study of the history, 
Worship was basic to the Reformers but 


EUGENE D. WITHERSPOON, Minister, St. Andrews-Covenant church, Wil- 
mington, N. C.: To interpret worship in terms of life. 
sanctuary is too far divorced from the common walks of man. 

Yet our worship too often fails to relate our teachings 

and doctrines to the everyday needs of people. Consequently, it is impossi- 

ble for them to draw from their worship the inspiration needed to under- 


Others on page 2, 4 and 7 


It is my opin- 


The worship of the 
Christianity 








Parkway church, said to have a great 
opportunity in a new section of the city. 
Northeast church, where Wave McFad- 
den is pastor, begins a $65,000 educa- 
tional building in the spring. John 
Clayton, minister to Presbyterian stu- 
dents at the state university is carrying 
on an able and comprehensive ministry. 
B. Frank Hall’s preaching at Central 
church, St. Louis, gains increasing 
recognition. 


Bishop of the Ozarks Busy 
Tapping Untapped Sources 


John Crockett, pastor at the School 
of the Ozarks, Point Lookout, Mo., long 
called “‘The Bishop of the Ozarks,” de- 
clares that more than 90 per cent of the 
pioneers who came to the Ozarks in the 
early days were Presbyterians. This 
area, he says, is one of the great un- 
tapped sources for fulltime Christian 
workers in the church. Seven girls from 
the School of the Ozarks are now at 
Arkansas College and two girls from 
Branson High School are at Montreat 
College, all very much interested in the 
work of the church. During the first 
four months of his pastorate Dr. Crock- 
ett has’ received 56 persons into the 
three churches under his care. He will 
soon begin work at a fourth church and 
he reports preaching in a number of 
school buildings with invitations to fif- 
teen other communities to conduct serv- 
ices. 
Fulton. 


Pastors Interested 
In Coming Lectures 


Texas News Letter 

Much interest is being manifested in 
the coming of Joseph L. Hromadka as 
the featured speaker at the mid-winter 
lectures of Austin Seminary February 
4-8. A refugee in this country during 
the war years, Dr. Hromadka has just 
returned from a six-months visit to his 
own Czechoslovakia and other European 
countries. Now serving as guest pro- 
fessor at Princeton Seminary, Dr. Hro- 
madka is a member of the faculty of the 
University of Prague, occupying the 
chair which 500 years ago was occu- 
pied by John Hus. He will lecture on 
“The Church at the Crossroads.” Felix 
B. Gear, minister of Memphis’ Second 
church, will speak on ‘‘Dispensational- 
ism: a Modern Substitute for Historic 
Christianity,” and W. A. Benfield, Jr., 
vice-president of Louisville Seminary, 
will lecture on ‘‘An Ancient Gospel and 
a Modern World.”’ President Stitt of the 
seminary will lead the Bible hour during 
the week. The synod’s religious educa- 
tion committee, of which R. Matthew 
Lynn is chairman, and the seminary 
alumni association, of which James E. 
Moore, Big Spring, Texas, is resident, 
join with the seminary in sponsoring the 
week. The Town and Country Minis- 
ters Institute, directed by Henry W. Mc- 
Laughlin, will be held at the seminary 
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Crofoot Named Secretary 
Of Synod’s Mexican Work 


Wendell Crofoot will head the synod’s 
work among Mexicans in Texas. Soon 
to be discharged from the army where 
he has served as a chaplain, he will 
assume his new duties February 1. 
Elected to this position by the synod, 
working with the Assembly’s home mis- 
sions committee, Mr. Crofoot is particu- 
larly well fitted for this work. 


Plan For Older Young People’s 
Conference Next Summer 


Older young people will have an op- 
portunity to attend a conference planned 
especially for them next summer—first 
time since before the war. Hubert Hop- 
per, pastor at Midland, has been named 
director. The regular young people’s 
conference, scheduled for June 11-20 
with Matthew Lynn and Robert F. Jones 
as directors, will be limited to 400. 


Financial Campaign Being Prepared; 
Stewardship Conferences Scheduled 
Plans for the campaign for synod’s 
institutions are going forward, with 
George T. Lee, Dallas attorney, who is 
the campaign chairman, enlisting the in- 
terest and support of the churches of 
the synod. Ministers are being urged 
to keep the attention of their congre- 
gations on the needs of these institu- 
tions and their help is being sought in 
building up lists of names of Texas 
Presbyterians. The synod’s stewardship 
committee has scheduled Kenneth 
keyes, Miami real estate man, for a se- 
ries of addresses on stewardship early 
in February. Asked particularly to 
stress the principle of tithing, as he did 
before the 1945 General Assembly, Mr. 
Keyes (rhymes with guys) will travel in 
his own plane beginning February 4 
in Beaumont. Other cities, in order, 
are: Houston, Corpus Christi, San An- 
tonio, Dallas, Ft. Worth, Abilene, Lub- 
bock, San Angelo, Kilgore and Austin. 


Personals 


J. F. Rojas, from the interior of 
Mexico, has been brought to the Em- 
manuel Mexican Presbyterian church of 
San Antonio as pastor. This new church, 
organized in 1945, is supported largely 
by the First and Westminster churches 
of the city. Harvard Anderson, 
formerly pastor at Weslaco in the Rio 
Grande Valley, has been called to serve 
a new church in process of formation 
in. San Antonio. In the thickly-popu- 
lated section where the church will be 
located it is expected that it will de- 
velop rapidly into a self-supporting or- 
ganization. M. H. Applewhite, 
formerly pastor at Westminster church, 
San Antonio, will direct the extension 
of the Presbyterian churches of Corpus 
Christi. He is to be the city mission- 
ary. . . . The church building at Ennis, 
where J. L. Neely is pastor; was de- 


stroyed by fire on Christmas Day. 
THOMAS B. GALLAHER. 


Waco. 
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A People at Worship 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR JANUARY 27 


Exodus 24-40; Print 28:1; 35:4-9, 


In the first fifteen chapters of Exodus 
we read how God delivered Israel from 
bondage; in the remaining chapters we 
read how Israel consecrated herself to 
God. 

As soon as Moses’ brought the 
Israelites to Sinai-God offered to enter 
into a covenant with the nation. He 
promised, ‘‘Ye shall be mine own pos- 
session from among all people. . . and 
ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests 
and a holy nation, if ye will obey my 
voice and keep my covenant (19:5-6).” 
The covenant obligations were explained 
a few days later, when God summed 
up his moral requirements in the Ten 
Commandments (chapter 20) and his 
civil requirements in the Book of the 
Covenant (21-23), The conditions 
being accepted by the people, the cove- 
nant was duly ratifed and sealed. 

In order that Israel’s obligations and 
privileges under the covenant might: be 
kept in mind and that her fellowship 
with God might be sustained, Moses 
acting under the inspiration of God, 
then arranged for a national system of 
worship. This worship was to be con- 
ducted by an hereditary priesthood, 
Aaron and his descendants, assisted by 
the members of Aaron’s tribe, the 
Levites. The worship was to be cen- 
tered in a building called the Taber- 
nacle and was so organized that all the 
vital truths of Israel’s religion found 
there their symbolic expression. 

Exodus 25-31 sets before us the plan 
of the Tabernacle and the details of its 
worship as given by God to Moses on 
Mount Sinai. Chapters 32-34 tell how 
the people, despairing of Moses’ return, 
began te worship Jehovah with pagan 
orgies under the symbolism of a golden 
calf, and how Moses interceded for them 
and finally obtained the divine forgive- 
ness. Chapter 35-40 describe the actual 
building of the Tabernacle. Our printed 
text focuses our attention upon the gifts 
which the people offered that the work 
might be begun. 


I. The Object of the People’s Gifts 


Moses asked the people to contribute 


toward the building of the Tabernacle: 


which was to be their house of wor- 
ship, and in which the great truths of 
Israel’s religion were to find symbolic 
expression. It was composed of three 
tents, one overlaid upon the other. ‘“‘The 
inner one was of the finest linen and 
wool, blue, purple and scarlet, woven in 
beautiful tapestries. This tapestry tent 
was hung over a framework of wood, 
overlaid with gold.”’ It was a beautiful 
and even gorgeous structure, and must 
have presented an object of striking 
splendor as it stood in its blue and pur- 


20-29 


ple and scarlet colors and its gold and 
silver ornamentation. It was too deli- 
cate, however, for exposure to the 
weather, “so a strong waterproof tent 
of goat’s hair, the material of which 
Bedouins make their tents today, was 
stretched over it, somewhat like the tent 
fly which all campers know. This again 
was overlaid with skins to make per- 
fectly secure the dwelling of Jehovah.” 

The structure itself was divided into 
two compartments, one in the rear, 
called the Holy of Holies, a perfect cube, 
fifteen feet each way; the other, in the 
front, called the Holy Place, 30x15x15. 
This building was to be surrounded by 
an enclosed court, 150 feet long and 
75 feet broad. The following pieces of 
furniture were to be placed in the court 
before the Tabernacle, (1) an altar, 
made of acacia wood, overlaid with 
brass, 7% feet square, 4% feet high; . 
(2) a brazen laver, between the altar 
and the entrance to the Tabernacle. 

The following pieces were in the Holy 
Place: (1) A small table, 3% feet 
long, 1% feet broad, 2% feet high, 
made of acacia wood, covered and orna- 
mented with gold. This table was to 
hold the specially prepared bread, called 
the shewbread, and all of its vessels, 
the dishes and bowls and spoons, which 
went upon it, were made of pure gold. 
(2) A second altar, 1% feet square and 
3 feet high, made of acacia wood, cov- 
ered and ornamented with gold. This 
altar was called the altar of incense, 
to distinguish it from the altar of burnt 
offering in the courtyard; (2) a golden 
candlestick with six branches, richly 
ornamented. 


The Holy of Holies contained only one 
piece of furniture, the Ark. But the 
Ark had three parts, which we will note 
briefly: (1) The Ark proper, a box 
made of acacia wood, covered with gold 
within and without, 3% feet long, 2% 
feet broad, and 2% feet high; (2) a 
covering for the Ark called the Mercy 
Seat, made out of pure gold, 3% feet 
long, 2% feet broad; (3) two symbolic 
figures called Cherubim, made of pure 
gold; the Cherubim were placed on the 
Mercy Seat and covered it with their 
wings. At the outset nothing was in 
the Ark but the tables of stone with 
the Ten Commandments written upon 
them. 

This is not the time, nor have we 
the space, to describe the worship, 
which was to center in the Tabernacle. 
It may be well, however, to mention the 
significance of the different pieces of 
furniture listed above. 

1. The Brazen Altar. Here the priests 
were to offer sacrifices for the sins of 
the people, emphasizing the fact that if 
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the people were to maintain right re- 
lations with God, there must be an 
atonement made for sin. 

2. The Brazen Laver. Here the 
priests washed their hands and feet be- 
fore their ministrations and thereby se- 
cured that ceremonial purity which was 
an emblem of that moral purity that 
should belong to those who are minis- 
ters of God and which should be realized 
at last in the person of our great High 
Priest, sent down from heaven. 

3. The Table of Shewbread. This 
held a regular offering to God of the 
staple necessaries of existence, as an 
acknowledgment that all came from him 
and an appeal, clearly expressed by 
covering it with frankincense, which 
typified prayer (Levit. 24:7), that he 
would continue to supply that need. 

4. The Altar of Incense, with the 
smoke of the incense continually ascend- 
ing, symbolized the prayers of the peo- 
ple which were to be offered continually 
unto God (Ps. 141:2). 

5. The Golden Candlestick. The sym- 
bolism of the Golden Candlestick is no- 
where explained in the Bible, but it 
probably signified the light of God’s 
truth continually burning in the midst 
of the Chosen People; or perhaps it 
was a symbol of the people of Israel, 
shining with the light of divine truth. 

6. The Holy of Holies was entered 
only once a year and then only by the 
High Priest, with the blood of a sacri- 
fice, which he sprinkled upon the Mercy 
Seat, to make atonement for the sins of 
the people. The Ark contained the Ten 
Commandments as a perpetual witness 
of God’s claim and man’s duty. The 
Cherubim above the Ark were the spe- 
cial symbols of God’s presence in the 
midst of the people (25:22). The blood 
was sprinkled once a year upon the 
Mercy Seat, which was above the Ark 
containing the Ten Commandments, and 
below the Cherubim, to signify that God 
was merciful to his people, because the 
blood of a sacrifice had come between 


him and the Law, which the people had - 


broken. Thus the people were being 
prepared for the words of Jesus: “This 
is my blood which is poured out for 
many for the remission of sins.” 


II. The Nature of the People’s Gifts 


Mm order that this Tabernacle, as de- 
signed by God, might be erected in the 
proper manner and in the quickest time 
the people were asked by Moses to con- 
tribute both of their goods (25:1-2; 
35:4-9) and of their services (35:10- 
19). 

Some were asked to contribute of 
their goods. Moses did not wish to 
force anyone to give by legal enactment 
or by social compulsion. He asked all 
those who were of a willing heart to 
contribute to the work of the Lord, to 
contribute what they were able to give 
or what their hearts prompted them to 
give. The people took him at his word. 

Everyone whose heart stirred him up 
and whose spirit made him willing 
brought an offering unto Jehovah. 
Moses emphasized the fact that every 
gift was an offering unto God, whether 


e 
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it was an offering of silver or an offer- 
ing of brass, or only an offering of 
wood. Some of the women surrendered 
their dearest possessions and brought 
to Jehovah their rings and _ their 
brooches and their necklaces. Others 
labored with their hands and brought 
the blue and purple and scarlet cloth 
which they had spun with laborious 
toil. 

The rulers, who had greater means 
than the average citizen, realized that 
greater responsibility rested upon them, 
and they brought the jewels for the 
priests’ garments (the ephod was a 
sort of kilt worn by the priests and 
held in place by a jeweled girdle; the 
breastplate was a pouch which was hung 
by gold chains from the ephod and was 
heavily ornamented with precious 
stones), and costly spices and fine oil 
for the service of the Tabernacle. 

To sum up, all who gave, gave 
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willingly, realizing that they gave to 
Jehovah. Their gifts varied in kind and 
in value, but all were necessary for the 
building of the Tabernacle, and all were 
equally acceptable unto God. 

Moses asked all who were willing, to 
contribute of their goods; he asked 
some to contribute their services. He 
realized that not all could labor per- 


sonally on the Tabernacle; and, there-— 


fore, he asked those who were wise- 
hearted, that is, had ability of any sort, 
and whose heart made them willing, to 
contribute their services. 

Bezalel and Aholiab were the master 
workmen who responded, and who did 
most of the delicate labor, but there 
were many others, whose names are not 
mentioned, who did their part whether 
it was little or great. Clever women 
took to their looms and wove fine linen 
of many colors into lovely tapestries. 
Men skillful in carving wood, in cutting 
precious stones, in beating’ gold, 
wrought in these ways to beautify God’s 
dwelling. The skins for the outer cover- 
ing were dyed red to make them more 
beautiful. ‘‘We may be sure that men 
in the more common work for making 
ropes and tent pegs put into them ma- 
terial and workmanship which made 
sure that no storm would lay low the 
Tent of Meeting.” It was through the 
labors of these mostly unknown work- 
men, using the materials which the peo- 
ple as a whole had contributed, that 
at last the Tabernacle was completed 
and God came down to dwell in a 
peculiar sense among his people in the 
house which they had built. 


The Lesson Applied 


1. We may stress the great religious 
truths emphasized by the worship of 
the Tabernacle. How are these religious 
truths expressed in our own day? Are 
our churches today, is your own par- 
ticular church, adapted to the religious 
needs of the worshippers as adequately 
as they ought to be? How could you 
improve your present church building? 

2. We may stress the necessity of our 
human gifts, if the worship of God 
is to be maintained and extended in 
the world today. God wants all of us 

contribute of our means, if our hearts 
prompt us to give. Some can give only 
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a little; if so, that little is acceptable 
to God, as Jesus revealed for all time 
in his comment on the widow’s mite. 
Some can give much, and God expects 
much from those to whom he has given 
much. But all can give something. And 
as the gifts of the people were woven 
into the actual fabric of the Tabernacle, 
so our gifts are used today to carry 
on the actual work of the Kingdom. 
Church buildings are erected and main- 
tained, services are carried on, children 
are trained, the gospel is preached, 
literature is published, ministers are 
educated through the gifts of the peo- 
ple. 

Several months ago it was estimated 
by the director of the Interdenomi- 
national Bureau of Architecture, that 
church building plans to be carried out 
as soon as materials and labor are 
available call for the expenditure of 
$600,000,000 for new buildings and im- 
provements in the United States. The 
housing needs of many churches are 
obvious after a four-year ban on build- 
ing. 

Meanwhile there is tremendous need 
for relief and reconstruction abroad. 
Twenty-five denominations, cooperating 
in the Church Committee on Overseas 
Relief and Reconstruction, have under- 
written a $19,132,000 program over a 
four-year period. Separately the same 
churches are committed to aid totalling 
$20,000,000 principally to help kindred 
churches abroad. These sums sound im- 
pressive, but when added together they 
amount to only a little more than a dol- 
lar apiece for the Protestants in America 
—for four years. 


What should we give to these and 
other pressing causes of the Kingdom? 
What principles should guide us? When 
should we decrease our gifts? When 
should we increase them? What pro- 
portion of our income is spent for 
ehurch and_ charities? What for 
luxuries? When you made out your 
last income tax forms were you satis- 
fied with the amount under contri- 
butions? Should giving be regarded 
as a duty or a joy? What proportion 
of our income should we give for re- 
ligious work? 


God wants all of us to contribute 
as we are able of our means. He needs 
those who have ability to contribute 
their services to the direct work of 
building the Kingdom? Some can ren- 
der one service, some can render an- 
other. Some work is more important 
in the eyes of man than other work, 
but God asks each one to do what he is 
able to do. Consider these questions: 
Does the Church in general, my church 
in particular, stand in greater need of 
larger and more numerous gifts or of 
more consecrated life? Does my local 
church need additional workers? What 
about the Sunday school? Should every 
one volunteer to teach? How can one 
know if he is called to teach? How 
can we go about securing the necessary 
workers? What part am I playing in 
the upbuilding of the Kingdom? What 
more can I do than I am now doing? 
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BOOK SECTION 
Church and People 


THE CHURCH IN OUR TOWN. By 
Rockwell C. Smith. Abingdon-Cokes- 
bury Press. Pp. 190. $1.50. 





Here is an excellent little book that 
every town and rural minister ought to 
have. The author is a sociologist who 
has had several years’ experience as a 
small town pastor, and he gives us out 
of his experience and his scientific 
knowledge the first systematic treatment 
of the responsibility of the church to 
the rural community. Here a rural re- 
ligious leader can find in non-technical 
language a summary of what he needs 
to know in order to understand the 
problems and the opportunities of his 
church. This “is a book about the 
church looking away from collections 
and organizations and budgets . . . to 
its people in their working world; it is 
about the other groups in and about the 
town looking toward the church and dis- 
covering the message and the standard 
it has for their common life.’’ Here 
in the few pages of this book is ma- 
terial from the academic disciplines of 
rural sociology and agricultural eco- 
nomics as they bear upon the work of 
the rural church. 


There are fifteen chapters in the book 
and also an excellent and readable 
bibliography. This is a book that every 
minister of a church in a community of 
2,500 or fewer people should buy and 
digest. That means the great majority 
of ministers in the Southern Presby- 
terian Church and for that matter most 
of the ministers in our country. The 
book is outstanding in every way. 


JAMES APPLEBY. 
Anderson, S. C. 


PILLARS OF THE OHURCH. By 
Theodore Maynard. Longmans, Green 
and Company, New York, 1945. 308 pp. 
$3.00. 


The most interesting thing about this 
book is its author. He is the son of 
Protestant missionaries to India and has 
been in turn a member of the Plymouth 
Brethren, the Baptist, the Congre- 
gational and finally the Roman Catholic 
churches. I suggest that his next book 
be: ‘‘What’s Wrong With Protestants?” 


The book itself is a group of twelve 
short biographies on men and women 
who, in the author’s judgment, are pil- 
lars of the church. He portrays the 
facts about these men and women and 
the qualities or acts which have made 
them worthy to be called Pillars of the 
Church. There is a continuity about 
the whole series which reveals the de- 
velopments in the Roman Church 
through history. 


Beginning with Benedict of Nursia he 
writes of Patrick, Bede, Dominic, Louis, 
Thomas More, Teresa, Francis Xavier, 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


Philip Neri, Vincient de Paul, Coventry 
Patmore, and Francesca Cabrini. This 
book may have value as a refresher 
to our study of ecclesiastical history, 
but I would spend my money on some 
other. 
ARTHUR VANN GIBSON. 
Atlanta, Ga. 


UNION SEMINARY REVIEW, 3401 
Brook Road, Richmond, Va.; published 
quarterly; 50c single copy; $1.50 per 
year. 

Miss Rachel Henderiite, professor at 
the Assembly’s Training School, has the 
leading article in the last issue of the 
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Review, it being her inaugural address 
at the institution where she now serves. 
Its subject is, ‘‘The Need for Theology 
in Religious Education.” 

Other articles in the same number 
include “The Purpose of Luke,” by 
Otto A. Piper; ‘“‘Calvin’s Theory of the 
Relation of Church and State,” by 
Elwyn Allen Smith; “America Looks 
Abroad,” by H. Kerr Taylor; ‘‘Change- 
less Verities,’”’ by Herman H. Horne, 
and an excellent 34-page section of book 
reviews. 













Your Book Stores 


The Presbyterian Book Stores ar 
operated by the Presbyterian Com 
mittee of Publication as a serviee to 
the membership of the Presbyterian 
Chureh, U. S. 
may be secured from them. The 
mail order department handles or- 
ders from all over the world. Profits 
are devoted to the Religious Educa- 
tion program of our Church. 


PRESBYTERIAN BOOK STORES 
Richmond 9, Va. Dallas 1, Te 
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211 North Seventh Street, Richmond 19, Va. 
Dial 83-2241 
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Richmond—Phone 8-1808 





GRANT DRUG CO., Inc. 


Let us fill your 


PRESCRIPTIONS 


610 E. Broad Street 


Open All Night 
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WORTH AMERICA ASSURANCE 4 


UOENSSO AND SUPERVISED BY VIRGINIA BUREAU OF INSURANCE 
Home Office 
1000 W. Main St., Richmond 20, Va. 


HOSPITALIZATION 


ACCIDENT and SURGICAL 


FEES INSURANCE 


Our Policies are the most liberal and comprehensive 
ebteinable, cleer cut and free from technicalities. 
more than 130,000 have been sold ia 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 

Ralph L. Buchanan, from Pine Hall, 
N. C., to Elkin, N. C., where he has be- 
Winston- 








come executive secretary of 
Salem Presbytery. 
L.. G. Calhoun from Wilmington, N 


C., to Lavras, Minas Gerais, Brazil, S. A. 


CHAPLAINS 

In addition to those 
ported as having accepted calls to pas- 
torates, the following chaplains have ac- 
cepted definite work, according to the 
Defense Service Council: 


previously re- 


D. L. Beard, 
lien]. L. Bowman, 
John Bright, Union 
mond. 
Eugene H. Clarke, Warsaw, N. C. 
David G. Davies, Stockbridge, Ga. 
Warren R. Hall, Jr., Fairfield, Texas. 
William BB. Hooker, Fayette, Miss. 
Francis B. Mayes, Beaufort, S. C. 
John W. Melton, Jr., First church, Baton 
Rouge, La. 
John R. McAlpine, III, Lexington, N. C. 
Jos. G. Morrison, Kenansville, N. C. 
Theo. E. Roberts, Leland, 
Charley B. Robinson, Clarendon, Texas. 
Albert E. Ruhmann, Lake Jackson, 
Texas. 
J. Murphy Smith, Faison, N. C. 
Alex W. Whitaker, Jr., Itta Bena, Miss. 
Archie B. Williford, Va. 
Marshall S. Woodson, Thomasville, 


Franklin, W.Va. 
Sarasota, Fla. 


Seminary, Rich- 


Miss. 


Richlands, 
Ga, 


In addition to a previous list pub- 
lished here December 17, the following 
chaplains are available for calls: 


J. Stuart Bennett, 
St., El Dorado, Ark. 

R. EK. Carroll, 13 
louis, Mo. 

Stephen L. Cook, 108 EF. 27th St., Austin, 
Texas. 

Jas. G. Ficklen, 1728 Queens Road, Char- 
lotte, N. C. 

H. B. Foran, Ackerman, 

William T. Hunt, Box 525, 

H. E. Iverson, Culverton, 

Graham G. Lacy, 2135 
Nashville 5, Tenn. 

David MeN. Morrison, 7 
McClellanville, S. C. 

T. Russell Numan, 4422 St. Charles Ave., 
New Orleans. 

David I. Rees, 42 Maple Ave., Wheeling, 
W. Va. 

James Salango, 223 Center St., 
ton, W. Va. 


615 N. Washington 


Kingsbury Place, St. 


Miss, 

Mena, Ark. 
Ga. 
Aeklen Ave., 


Scotia Street, 


Prince- 





DID YOU KNOW 


—that 19,245,220 members of 16 
Protestant denominatiens gave $443,- 
187,826 in 1924, whereas 24,679,784 
members of those same churches gave 
only $398,773,309 in 1944? Average 
gift in 1924, $23.03; in 19414, $16.15. 
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Stuart H. Salmon, 708 Dallas St., Jack- 
son, Mo. 

Kenneth C. Seawright, 
Distrb. Ctr., Shoemaker, 

Frank L. Shannon, 742 
Shreveport, La. 

John E. Stauffer, 
Ga. 

James B. Storey, Locust Dale, Va. 

A. C. Summers, 2624 2ist Ave., N. 
mingham 7, Ala. 

Wm. K,. Thompson, 3215 Obispo, Tampa 
6, Fla. , 

D. B. Walthall, Hotel Regent, 104th and 
Proadway, New York. 

R. G. Wickersham, 1731 Washburn Ave., 
Detroit, Mich. 


USN Trng. & 
Calif. 
Austen Place, 


30x 23, Fort Valley, 


Bir- 
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Henry L. Willis, 3220 West Grace St, 
Richmond, Va. , 
Howard M. Wilson, Glade Spring, Va. 


Chaplains Taking, Or Planning to Take 
Refresher Courses, Who Will Be Open 
To Calls Very Soon 

These are in addition to those pre- 
viously mentioned here: 


At Union Seminary, Richmond 22, Va.: 
Ben F. Brown, John S. Brown, C. D. Den- 
ham, Leland M. Kennedy, Jr., Archie C, 
Ray, Henry L. Reaves, and Stuart McC, 
Rohre. 

Allen C., MeSween, 13 
Clinton, S. C. 


Cleveland St. 
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DAVIDSON COLLEGE 


Davidson, North Carolina 
SECOND SEMESTER BEGINS JANUARY 28 
Wire, phone or write 
FRED W. HENGEVELD, Registrar 
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WESTMINSTER COLLEGE 


A Presbyterinn College for Men 

Nearly a century of proved ability to 
meet current needs and retain the 
values of a liberal education that is 
Christian. 


Thoroughness in Instruction 
Friendliness on the Campus 
Sound Personal Guidance 
Returning veterans invited to write: 
Dr. Williams M. Mitchell, Chairman 


Veterans’ Counselling Committee 
For general information write: 


F. Le. MeCluer, President 
WESTMINSTER COLLEGE 


Fulton, Missouri 








Christianity Needs Young People 

Who will ¢ preach, teach, heal, 
serve—in the highways and byways, in 
every continent and the islands of the 
seas’? Give your life to help build the 
toundations of peace in the postwar 
world. An education will prepare you 
for service. 


Presbyterian Junior College 


Offers standard freshman and sopho- 
more courses leading to the Associate 
in Arts or Associate in Science degree; 
one- and two-year commercial courses; 
prepdratory courses at 10th, llth and 
12th xrade levels; aeronautics. Ex- 
service men may enter at any time. 
Write for catalog: Box B-7, Maxton, 
N. C. 














SOUTHWESTERN 


The College of the Mississippi Valley 


MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 
At Southwestern, ‘‘Education is more than a fact-finding ex- 
perience, it is a life-building process.’’ 


For information and literature address 


The Registrar. 














